
THE BRITISH PEERS.

A DEFENCE OF THEIR PATRIOTISM AS

MEMBERS OF THK GOVKKNMKNT.

61.1.F S Ai III I'll'i:s TI IK Y MAKK ON AOOtMIIfT OF

THEIR PUBUC si-liiiT neiw Tltirilt OFPO-

KITInN TO I.i:«;iSI.ATION MAT HB OVBH-

t'l«Mi: II.ANS PO«! Itl'I-'ilItMINC TIIK

mu si: OF LORIM.

Inasmuch as Sir William Harcourt and the-

Fail of Ropebery have just announced that
eüh.r the abolition or the radical reorganisation
nf the House of Lords Is to constitute thp first

anil principal plank Of the new Liberal jilatform
In Qreat Britain, a fi w brief notes on the sub¬
ject of this time-honored institution, which the
two h a«i TS of iii. Whig party denounce as obso¬

lete and as constituting an obstacle to iiropress
and reform, may bs of timely interest, ali the
more as a good deal of misapprehension exists
not only in America, bul even in England itself,
with renard to the duties, the prerogatives and
the status of members of the Upper chamber of
the ¡.rit'ish Legislature. Indeed, the raa*uest
notions prevail as to what is meant by a "j«ecr."
and there are many whose iib'.'is upon the sub¬

ject are limited to the belli f that be is a spectss
of gorgeously attired drone, who wears a crown

on his head on state occasions, who is exempt
from the ordinary pains snd p-maittes >«f the
law, an.t who is treated ly his fell.v.-< ¡tizens
with u deference ami regard thal cannot nnd

nn) better expression than in the words "my
lord." whi<h are used in formally addressing
him.

The Peers of the iii ¡tish Empire ar«- t«i be

aeen al their very liest during the prayer with

which th«- proceedings in the House of Lords
are» opened every afternoon When Parua
ment is in session, and I «lo no1 believe that a

more curious an«i characteristic spectacle than
that which they present on these o-ccaetons can

bo witness««! in any other legtalatlve chamber
of the worbi. During ths prayers, which are

recited by the Junior of the «*,iirituril peers pres¬
ent, arrayed In full canonl« als as a bishop, with
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lawn si« ives, inch- t. hood, «te , every one of the
temporal peera kneels, some <«f them on the
floor of the House, others on the benches, pr«'
oentlng min h the aepect of a lot of bald b>eaded
and aray-bearded children performing their de«
votiona. Curiously, it i- only the spiritual peera,
that is to say, the archbishops and bishops, who
do not think it worth while t«. kneel t«> the Al¬

mighty. Their Oracea Of Canterbury and York,
as well as ibelr rinht reverend colleagues at¬

tired In their ecclesiastical veatmenta without
which they may no1 enter the House, remain
seat«9d and content themselves with merely In-
clining their beads and looking verj solemn
The public never has a glimpse of this Evea
tho reportéis ar« excluded from tin- gaiter) of
the Hfiuse until after th«- last "ann n" has been
pronounced, and it wa* merel) by a pi« «-. of
oversight and official negligence that an oppor¬
tunity was afforded m« of witnessing this well-
nlgh unl'iue spectacle.
After having ibu- paid a areli deserved tribute

t«i th«- pi« i y of ih« hereditary legislators of Oreel
Britain, a piety which Is resprrstble for the ob¬

jection which they manifest to nave professed
atheists, su« h as ih«- Marquis of Queenaberry,
takinx a seat anmnK them, n word or two may
tie said on the subjeet of their public spirit.
People on thi« «¡«I«' of th.- Atlantic have, as a

general rule, small conception of tin- rtWe which
this form of patriotism plays in the <>i«l v. rid
In America it is s« blom that s man devotes him¬
self to politics unless be has an exe ««f one kind
or another 10 grind. Sometimes the "loaves and

fishes" tak«' th form of ofBce and of social pn
ferment, w hile in other instan« «s it is as a ii,« BUS
of livelihood, legislators not only receiving lair«
«alaric«, but having, moreover, unrivalled oppoi
tunltiee for making morney Thora is here little
or no sense of clvb obligation.

TOBUC-IPIRITED PEERA
In Kurojie, and more especially In <îreat

Britain, this sens«- exists to a mark«-d dSgTei
The larne majority of the Huns.- of Lords is
composed of men who have absolut« ly nothing
whatsoever to Kain from d< voting any of their
tim« to public afTairn. The jit cat orders and
decorations, auch as th« darter, the Thistle and
the St. I'atri« k, an not glv«n as a reward for
merit or hurd work, but are merely a species of

recognition t»f territorial influence, and an dis

tribul.-U In auch a manner that they have come1

to he looked upon as the vested rlftht of certain
»Treat houses of the nobility. Many of the mem¬

bers of th« House of I»rds are Indifferent to

promotion In the» peerape, especially if their title

happe-n« to be an old one, preferrinf* to be at the

Bead of the barons or viscounts rather than at

the tall end of the maniuises and earl«. Most
of th«m, moreover, possess «ulllclent v.eallh to

render th« m indim-rent to the emolument.'» of

«.»ice and to the opportunities of political cor¬

ni j»tion. What ehw than a sense of public duty,

for Instance, Impels that most Indolent and per¬

il« tually bored of men, the Duke of Devonshire,
whose only phasinc ir life is hors.- racing, to

devote himself to polities and to saddle himself
with the cares and obliRr.tions <>f office? A

duke, a KniKht of the ('arter, possessed of an j
« normous fortune, then Is absolutely nothing in

the snaps «if reward ot preferment for which he

can possibly look, and If he remains in politics,
win. h are notoriously dlstaateful to him, it is

only because he has a strong sense of what ha*

lielievs to be the obligations "f Ins «inlet of tha

men of his «lass to the commonwealth.
It was that sam»- sense also to which, first of

all, the late Count .Julius Amlrassy. and after
him <'« unt Kalnoky, referred when, in resiKiiini*;
the chancellorship oi the Auatro-HungBrian Krn-

pire», thi'y intimated to th ii sovereign that the}
considered they bad fulfilled th« ir share of what
th. > believed to be th« r . \ ami patriotic dut)
The) «¡i« h of th« in rema'tted in office f«>i about
lifti-cn years, laboring haul for the weal of tti« ir

country and aai nie Ing all their Austrian love
of ornoo, iii« asor, and, above ¡ill. aport. They
wen ««units «.r the Empire wh«n Hey entered
into ««til« .. and occupied tin sam« tank in the
in ;o< ra« y .«ft.r their resignation, while they
left the chancellorship in SB! h instance coiisid-
.?rahiy poorer m p"< 'kel than when ih. y assumed
it This imbil« Bplril is on«- <«f th« most admir¬
able features «if the Hritish House <«f Lords, the
mernhero of which, 1 need scarcely a-M, follow
th«- example <<t their fallon lergtslators in the
lower «hanil'i of ParliatiM-nt In neither iu«k-
Inf- nor recel«, in»* any pay from the nation for
Ihe |.« forman« « of their «iuty lu their fellow-
i itiz« na.

An«.HUT matter of whi« h pe «pi«, both at home

and abroad, appear lo loee HIKM m connection
with the lions, of i.oni« is that it is to the peers
that threat Britain, and. In S more or less «I«

gre* that the other «i.iii/.««i countries <«f the
world, ar«> imb bteii f««r the recognition by the
Crown of popular rights and for the origin of
parliamentary government, it was the barons

by writ in the lime of Kini; John who wrested
from that mool disreputable and coward!) <«f

Kngllsh Bovereigns what is known as th«- Magna
Challa, that is t«« «-ay. ile basis of the British
Constitution and tb«' foundation of all the pi,

rogath'es ami rights of the people. Peers by
«m m. ..lin. :> different from the peers by
patent, and enjoy a far KI« at« degree of pree¬
lige than th« latter. For tin peers hy writ an-

what is known in the Herman language as the

"I'liKlel," and d«i liol OW« th.- nation of their

nu« to royal favor The) were the great land¬
owners ami feudal chieftains at th<- time of the
establishment "f the monarchy, ami are styled
i". by »\ r 11 because tin- King was wont t«i

summon them by means of a writ t«« meet bim in

couti« ii ami t<« advise with him upon mailers

mcerning Hu- »>' Ifare of tin- kingdom, it was

this council of peers who considered themselves
in point of nobility and lineage fully equal to the
sovereign himself, and wh.i therefore styled
themselves the sovereign's "peera" thal con¬

stituted th«- origin of the British Parliament,
tli«- most ancient national Legislature now in

existence, and upon Hie example of winch ai-

BKi t every modern Legislature is more or has

in« .lill« d. Peerages by pat«-nt are of far less

antiquity, ami an- [«tactically unknown prior
t«. tb« reign "f King Henry VIII. th.- BIOS Heard

of «english hb..«-ry. Tho> have this diffetrenee
a.s regards deacent from tin- peerages by writ,

that Whereas the latter pass from father to

daugbti r. if th« re be BO son. the ft>rm»-r. as a

general rui«- ar« limited to the male deecendanta
of the bona 'i'1'! become not dormant or In

abeyance, bul absolutely extinct when none but

f. mai«- ii.« ¡ni" is of the house are alive.

Nor can the HottOS of lairds be considered an

an insuperable obstacle to progressive legisla¬
tion. Whenever the Peers hav«« «onHtituted

thentselves as a barrier to measures Bent up
from tin- House <«f ''ommons. it han Invariably
i.«-« n because lae hills in OJUOOUOB have tuen

fon ni through tin Lower Chamber by a narro-w

majiiity, or else b) BOOM political trick, such

as those which old parliamentarians have by
the dozen up their sleeve. Hut where large and

«rowing majorities In the Commons have fur¬

nished clear and indisputable evidence of the

real will of the nation, the Houae of Lord» han

never hesitated to yield, even though the preju¬
dices and interest!« of the caste which It more

especially represents have been at «take. More¬

over, if it does oppose progressive legislation,
it« opposition ran always be overridden by what

la known as a Royal Warrant, such as was in¬

voked and applied by Mr. QladOtOBS while Prime
Minister in 1N71. His government had brought
forward Bscheme Of reorganization of the army,

which contain« d provisions for the abolition of

the pun hase and sale- of commissions as officers.

[f paSBC li the Commons, though not b> a large

majority. Tht« Lords attempted to choke» It off

by moons of dilatory tactics, whereupon Mr.

Gladstone Induced the Queen to sign a Royal
Wari ant, making the Army Keform bill a law,

over the heads and without th«- sanction of the

House ol Lords. The application of this royal

prerogative, while a violation of the spirit and

practice of parliamentary government, v. a«,

nevertheless. In acordance with the letter of the»

Constitution. Having been used once, It can be

Invoked again, and BO long as it lasts the House

of Lords cannot be considered as exercising the

power of veto over legislation which is at¬

tributed to It by «JO many of its foes, including
Sir William Harcourt.

The projected reorganisation of the House of

L'uds provides lor the weeding out of what are

| euptaonloualj deacribed as "weak" peers, that is

to say. hereditary legislators whoa« Inteltecttuü
ali Uns and. above all, whose conduct and

mods o' life r« nder them in the eyes of the

people unfitted to exercise a von <. in th«- direc¬
tion ami control of the destinies of the immense

lintish Empire, Special legislation is proposed
for the purpose. Hut this is sup« rflu« us, and U

will probably be found that when th«- Liberal

party rnibmltfl a toll for th«' weeding, of the

HOUSS of l/irds. the great law officers of the

prisent Administration will reply with the an«

noun«-em« nt that no such legislation is neces¬

sary, alnc" the sovereign han the power, n«it

mly to cr-at«- peera, but also tt« dis pe«-r" them.

There un several prei*edenta for th«- exercise
of this last mentioned and bul little known pre«
r.igiuiv« M,mi,, is 0( n". ii,,"se of Lords have
b<.«n die-peered In Tudor nnd Plantagenet times
for disgraceful conduct, ami there is als., on

record the case of s Duke of Re ilford, wh<« was

"dls-pe.r. d" by King Kdvvanl IV. depriv of all
his uti. s IHKI i« «¡m «i to the level of ar oi Unary
esquire on the ground that la th« estimation «>f
the Crown h«' was too poor lo maintain Ihe rank
«f a 1V«T of th« lb aim Kv.ry case of "die-
peering" has. of course, been followed by the
entire extinction of the peerage In qneetlon,
none «>f the d«rscendantB being allowed to Inh rll
it. The fact thai tin Crown poooeaoea thla pro«
rogativo of de peering" will doubtless bl news
to all those who believe thal the only way by
which a peer can be deprived of his title, and
of his seat In the House of Lords, is by being at«
talnted for high treason, or for felony. I may
add that bankruptcy entails temporar) With«
drawal from the House of Lords, hereditary
lesislatora wbo have been saaetted as insolvent
being debarred from occupying their seats in
the Upper Chamber until they « blain theil full
dis« barge from the oui la

it is believed thal Blr Michael Hicks-Beach,
the Chancellor of th«' Kxchi-qucr. has some

schein«. In view, according Io which the
Rngtlsb peerage is m be subjei ted lo the
same process of selection as those of Scot¬

land and Inland The peerages of these
two sister kingdoms of Knglami are represented
in the House of I.oi'ls Scotland by sixteen peera
and Ireland by twenty-etgbt The Scotch repre-
sentatlvc peers are elected for each new Partía«
ment, the election taking place at Holy rood
Palace at Edinburgh The Irish representative
peers hold their seats in the House of Lords for
life from the time of their eb-ctlon. Whereas,
however, Irish p««rs who are not called upon to I
re«preaent their order in th«- House of Lords are

eligible for membership In the House of Com¬
mons, Ixird Palmerston having been able to sit
In the House of Commons until the end of his

days, In conséquence of his being only an Irish
p»«er, Scotch peers are debarred from tho House»
of Commons; and thus It happened that early In
the reign of King d'eorge III I«ord North was

actually Prime Minister for some tim« without
having a «eat In either HOUOO of Parliament,
a unique instance of the kind lu British history,

As a Scotch peer he could not sit in the House

of Commons, and owing lo the existence of a law
repealed during the reign of Queen Victoria

against the grantln«? of United Kingdom peer¬
ages to Scotch peer«, the only manner in which

he could obtain admission to the upper house

of the NatlonaJ Legislature waa by walting
until the dissolution of Parliament, a general
election, and hie own election as one of the

representative peers of Scotland.
Inasmuch as Queen Victoria is constitutionally

debarred from the creation of any more Irish or

BcetOh peerages. It naturally follows that in

course of time the entire peerage of Scotland
and of Ireland will be absorbed hit«, that of the

United Kingdom. But, meanwhile, the position
of those Scotch peers who are not among tho
sixteen representatives is extremely invidious.
Although called upon to pay taxes, th«-y have

praetii ally no voice in the conduct of the affaira
of th«- nation, lens even than the pettiest shop¬
keeper, since they are like the British p«ilice-
man, and like the l>enefle«»«l clergymen of tho

Church of Ktigland, without an electoral fran¬

chise. Should the «"«««vernment, therefore, ever

adopt the scheme of the present Chancellor of
the BX4 hequer, and subject the representation
of the Kngllsh peerage in the House of Lords
to the same process of BStecttOB as the peerage
of Scotland ami Ireland, it is lo be hoped that
the Irish rathir than the S« «itch method will be

adopted, and that tims«. Knghsh p«-ers who are

not fortunate enough to secuie election as repre-
aentatlvea Of their order in th«» House of Lord«,
will at leaat have the privilege of exercising the
rights of citizenship of a «-ommoner. and of
Jins.-nliiiK th» nis.-KcH ¡tt the ..oils for election to

<h«' House of Pommons thal "other place" the
very existence of which the House- of Lords, ao
«fording to ancie-nt etiquette, continues to affect
to ignore. KX-ATTACHE.

ENTERTAINING GLEETS IN A FLAT.

UMITATlONfl «IK ribsi-: DO NOT PRKVKNT RUO-

< IMBPI L KI* 'I'.PTIONa.

From The Chicago Times-Herald.
Kritertaiiong Is a fine art. and. like the other

arts, is most *t*ecceseful when executed in sim¬
plicity ami sin««»ri;y. Manv residents in apart¬
ments fail t«i grasp the opportunity they have
for a delightful reception of their friends. They
plead In ex.ru.se of their dereliction the limita¬
tions of th" flat or the expense involved.
Moth theos excuses are invalid for a small

family of average income. The construction and
arrangement of these latter-day dwellings render
ever) b.t of room available, not inly f«ir dally
living, but for entertaining guests as well The
dainty re«-i-piion-rootn and cirmf irtable dining-
room « harm all i «miers, and th- admirably ap-
poittted kitchen, with fhlning gas range and
open plumbing, invites inspection and «1« lights
the leans of men and women with its promise
of good cheer.

If happy honeymooners wish to show their
frl nds their charming m«'»nage, the reception
«an be planned and ranted out with little extra

labor nnd expense in the morning of the
eventful «lay, madam having "set h« r house in
order," «nts white bread and brown In thin
slices and butters them, some ihe makes into
sandwiches with devilled eggs, salad, polled ham,
while nome -h- leaves as olain bread and butter.

While this Is being don.» her coffee is being
iiiipp««!. and th«» golden-brown beverage is left
read] for It-eating, while the clttocotate la r«a<*d
m the cb«,« ««lat«' pot ready for hot water or milk
to bring It to delicious perf«»<'.lon. Sh«' haa
ordered from her baker fresh rolls ami from her

grocerynian toothsome oysters and crisp celery.
Aft -r luncheon madam places the «lining table

against the "all and arranges thereon and on ia«

built-in sldeboBld decorative and suggestive
I'll« s of sinning dishes, glittering glass and silver
and snowy linen. Sh«- d«'corates the two with
the Bowers which monsieur has s« nt to surprise
h«r Then she looks once more at the sand¬
wiches and bread and butter, rolled carefully in

B damp cloth. After w hich hous« wifely taska
she takes a nap and a refreshing bath.
Evening buds her arrayed In fine clothing and

putting the finishing touches to monsieur's toilet

by tying his cravat and placing the How cr in his
coat. The two receive the guests and a little
music airare. «1 beforehand or a game of cards
and conversation till the first hour or two Then
cuines the crowning triumph of the occasion. If

monsieur has a pretty talent for a < hatlng-dish
he takes command of the cuisine while madam
doe** the honors of the» drawing-mom, otherwise
inailaui is queen in the kitchen. Th«' gas is

lighted in th.- range and. presto! the rolls in the

oven, the drip coffee, tlie foaming chocolate and

the oysters In the» pan are heat« d in a trice.
It is a clever move in dramatic art for the

author t«i tak« the audiem-e into his confidence,
so the authors of this hospitable scene take their

'guests with them In their occupations The
'savory odors lill the air with anticipatory Joy,
| the men hobnob in the kitchen ami th«- women

.twitter In the dining-room. Bverybodi helps
the host and BOOtOSS and thcmselvea Then is

BO formal chill of d« lay, but a pleasureable glow
of frevd«>m and comment Everybody «»als ami

.drinks Old Curmudgeon forgi'ts lo be surly
aud young Dropper shows he Is really a good
fellow
There is a sincere ring to the good nights with

their honest comments, "Jolly good time." and
"so sw»'«»t of you not to lie formal."
of course, ih«- menu «an be extended, ajid a

maid In taking cap and apron is no drawback
to the merriment of the hour, bul the point
illustrated is that the flat itself eau he a factor
In the «entertainment of the guests.

A CAT THAT LIKES SLBVATOB8.
Kroin Th«' Philadelphia Itecord.
The Philadelphia Bourse is the home of a very

Inti Ihg. nt <at. This tabby, whi« 1 is coal black,
without a single while spot upon BOT, baa a

fondness for travelling in the elevator. Sh«- la

perfect!) at borne th« re, and trováis up and
down many tlaaes daily sh« g«««s tn the door of
the elevator shaft and mews until the ar cornea

along and takes her on. The various elevator
men are very car« ful of her. for she is a great
mouser, and in the Boura«-, as in other big build¬
ings, mice are troublesome These little pests
frequently destroy valuable» documents sup-
posedly aafely «towed away In desks and
drawers Tabby notifie« the elevator men what
floor she desires to get off upon by mewing loud¬
ly a» the car comes to the partlculai story la
this way «he make* a tour of insp.ilieu of the
entire building.


